
5th Sunday in Lent – Mar 21, 2021 
Treaty 4 Territory 
We are privileged to gather today in Treaty 4 Territory and the traditional 
homeland of the Metis. 
Welcome Statement 
You are welcome here, you, whose face does not resemble mine, whose spirit I may 
not define, 
you, whose eyes have seen, what I will never dream.  You, whose frame is bent or 
broken, 
whose mind fears the unspoken.  You are welcome here. 
Regardless of your race, your age, your gender identity or expression, your marital 
status, physical and mental ability, your sexual orientation, country of origin, economic 
and religious status, you will be honoured here. 
For Christ has made us whole and Christ has set us free.  His daily grace enables us to 
live in harmony. 

 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (WOV p. 10) 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

Kneel/Stand 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 
OPENING HYMN – 334 Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery  
 
GREETING - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 



 
KYRIE  

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY - Let us pray. O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, 
and in mercy you receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, 
that through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING: JEREMIAH 31:31-34 
31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with 
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put 
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know 
the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; 
for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: 51:1-12 

    1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice.  
 9Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 
 11Cast me not away from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit 
 
 
GOSPEL: John 12:20-33 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told 
Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 



glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose 
it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves 
me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, 
the Father will honor. 
 
  27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a 
voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd 
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to 
him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the 
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of 
death he was to die. The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 465 As the Grains of Wheat 
 
CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
On this fifth Sunday in Lent, let us offer both our laments and our petitions to God, 
responding to each petition with words from today’s psalm, “have mercy on us.” 

A brief silence. 

O God, we lament that over the past months many Christians have not be able to 
assemble in person for worship. Many believers have languished alone. And we pray: 
Strengthen all Christians in every church around the globe in the covenant of their baptism. 
Equip children and teachers in Sunday school, confirmation, and service projects, whether 
online or in person. 

A brief silence. 



O faithful God, in your steadfast love, 
have mercy on us. 

We lament that by indulging our own desires, we have misused your creation and have 
worsened the poverty of others. And we pray: Continue your care for the earth you have 
made. Protect animals and their habitats. Grant weather that prepares the soil for seeds, 
and shelter all lands from violent storms, flooding, and wildfires. 

A brief silence. 

O almighty God, in your steadfast love, 
have mercy on us. 

We lament that as a nation we have not insured justice for all and equal access to 
freedoms and to the necessities of life. We lament ongoing prejudices and violence on our 
streets and in our homes. And we pray: Bring an end to warfare and terrorism. Imbue our 
courts with truth and wisdom. Guide citizens throughout the world to shape communities 
that reflect your mercy, justice, and peace, and give them creativity to work for the welfare 
of all. 

A brief silence. 

O righteous God, in your steadfast love, 
have mercy on us. 

We lament the sufferings of people the world over. We lament the sorrows of the 
pandemic. We lament hunger, homelessness, and loneliness. And we pray: End this 
pandemic. Provide vaccinations to all persons around the earth. Guide us in healing the 
sick, welcoming the migrant, feeding the hungry, and living with others in harmony. We 
pray especially for Terri, Beth, Lynne, Maureen, Paul, Michael, Dennis, and Harley. 

A brief silence. 

O benevolent God, in your steadfast love, 
have mercy on us. 

We lament the hopelessness that afflicts so many people. We lament the anguish of 
refugee camps, of overcrowded hospitals, of unhappy homes. And we pray: As this 
Thursday we celebrate the annunciation of the birth of Jesus to Mary, instill in us gratitude 
for your presence among humankind, for holding us through sorrow, and for leading us into 
joy. 

A brief silence. 

O compassionate God, in your steadfast love, 
have mercy on us. 

We lament our secret sorrows known only to you, and we ask you to receive the prayers of 
our hearts. 

A longer period of silence. 

O mothering God, in your steadfast love, 
have mercy on us. 



We lament the countless who have died of COVID and the diminishment of life that so 
many have endured. We praise you for those who have given us words for our lament and 
our praise, especially today Thomas Cranmer. At the end, bring us with all who have died 
in Christ into your everlasting presence. 

A brief silence. 

O everlasting God, in your steadfast love, 
have mercy on us. 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, Father of glory, in your bountiful Spirit, 
and in the name of Christ, our great high priest, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE  The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.   
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
Let us pray. Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our 
hunger with bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from 
death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen 

 
 
 
DIALOGUE  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
                O Lord, holy Father,                                  through Christ  our      Lord. 
 

 
           You bid your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy 
                    For the paschal feast. 
 

 
                     Renew our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace 
 

 
                 that belongs to the chil-                                                dren of   God. 
 
 

 
                And so, with the Church on earth and the              hosts of heaven, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SANCTUS  



 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words & deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



  
With this bread and cup 

we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 



COMMUNION  
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
Let us pray.  God of steadfast love, 
at this table you gather your people 
into one body for the sake of the world. 
Send us in the power of your Spirit, 
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
 
BENEDICTION AND BLESSING  
You are what God made you to be: 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

chosen as holy and beloved, 

freed to serve your neighbor. 

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 

in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

Amen 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CLOSING HYMN – 767 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me  

 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 








